


Greetings Circle K International! 
 
One of the most common sayings in the Kiwanis family is “One CAN Make a 

Difference.” If ever there was a time to make a big difference in the lives of the 

future it is now and especially with the service partnership between Circle K 

International and the March of Dimes. The mission of March of Dimes is to 

improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth, and 

infant mortality. Together as Circle K’ers we can assist the March of Dimes as 

they carry out this mission through research, community services, education 

and advocacy to save babies' lives. By fundraising for March of Dimes you are 

helping researchers, volunteers, educators, outreach workers and advocates 

work together to give all babies a fighting chance against the threats to their 

health: prematurity, birth defects, low birthweight. 

 

We hope this guide serves as a great help to your club as you search for new 

and innovative ways to help contribute to the March of Dimes. If you have any 

questions please feel free to email ckimdb@gmail.com and Good Luck! 

 

Yours in the spirit of saving babies, 

CKI March of Dimes TeamCKI March of Dimes TeamCKI March of Dimes TeamCKI March of Dimes Team    
Kristen Reed, New York District 

Stephanie Wieland, Pennsylvania District            Carrie Johnson, Pacific Northwest District 

Kathleen Benson, Illinois-Eastern Iowa District    Eric Hotchkiss, New York District 

 

• Donate to Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
Supplies: Donations 
Collect books that can be read to the babies, donate film for cameras, knit 

blankets or help staff with NICU reunions. 

• Shoebox of Hope 
Supplies: Shoebox, Art Supplies 
Decorate shoeboxes to hold the mementos of mothers of babies who died 

and give these Memory Boxes to the local hospital. 

• Greeting Cards 
Supplies: Paper, Art Supplies 
Make greeting cards for new parents, including information about newborn 

screening, immunizations and other topics your local March of Dimes sug-

gests. 

• Baby Themed Fleece Blankets 
Supplies: Fleece, Scissors, Permission from Hospital 
Ask your local NICU if they accept blanket donations. Your club can cut 

fleece and tie the ends to make Fleece Blankets for parents in the Neonatal 

Intensive Care Units. Many parents spend so much time in the NICU that they 

fall asleep and the donation of blankets can give them some comfort. 

• Kisses for Kids 
Supplies: Chocolate Kisses Candies, Fun Fabric, Ribbon 

Decorate bundles of chocolate candy kisses in bundles of fabric and tie them 

with ribbon. Your club can donate these to the local NICU for nurses to give to  

the siblings and family of some of the babies staying in the NICU. It makes 

things a lot more comfortable for them. Your club can also donate coloring 

books, crayons, unopened toys, and holiday decorations to make the NICU 

experience better for families. 



• Folic Acid Awareness 
Supplies: Green Ribbons, Cups, Orange Juice 

Folic Acid education is a top priority for women ages 18 

to 34. Taking folic acid before pregnancy can reduce 

the chance of a certain type of birth defects, neural 

tube defects, by up to 75 percent. All women of child-

bearing age should take 400 micrograms of folic acid 

each day. Pick a day and pass out orange juice and 

green ribbons while informing students about the impor-

tance of folic acid. For more information on folic acid, 

visit www.marchofdimes.com/professionals and choose 

“Folic Acid” on the left. 

• Paper Clip Drop 
Supplies: Paper Clips, Paper 
At a club meeting  decorate paper clips with pieces of paper that say “Some 

babies are born with feet the size of paper clips - Please donate to the March 

of Dimes.” Place these paper clips and paper in strategic places around cam-

pus and have donation jars at your dining halls and local stores. This is a great 

way to raise some funds and awareness at the same time! 

• Chocolate Bars for Babies 
Supplies: Paper, Art Supplies 
Make signs that say “Did you know that some babies are born the size of 

chocolate bars?” and post them next to your campus vending machines. At 

the bottom of the paper have a place that says “To learn more about how 

you can help save the lives of premature babies join Circle K!” 

• School Newspaper Ads 
Supplies: Ads from your March of Dimes Chapter, Your School Paper 
Work with your school newspaper to get mission information out to the  stu-

dents. An article, a free ad or a letter to the editor - it’s a fantastic vehicle to 

get the word out! Call your local March of Dimes chapter for copies of repro 

ad sheets. Your club can also make the ad “Brought to you by Circle K” and 

promote yourselves at the same time! 

The mission of the March of Dimes is to improve the health of babies by pre-

venting birth defects, premature birth, and infant mortality. This mission is 

achieved through research, community services, education and advocacy. 

 

Did You Know? 

• March of Dimes was founded in 1938 by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

• Before becoming the 'March of Dimes', the foundation was known as the 

National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

• Birth defects are the leading cause of death in the first year of life. 

• The March of Dimes funded the development of America's Neonatal   

       Intensive Care Units (NICU) in the 1970's. 

• Every 4 1/2 minutes a baby is born with a birth defect in the United  

      States. 

• 1 in 8 babies is born premature. Preterm birth is one occurring before the  

37th week of pregnancy. 

• The Prematurity Campaign slogan, “What will you do for Pink & Blue?” 
asks you to think about what you can do to help raise awareness about 

the problem of preterm birth and funds to help find 

the answers for the health of all baby girls and baby 

boys of the future. 

 

Get in touch with your local March of Dimes chapter to  

see  what is happening in your community.  

To find your  chapter, go to 

www.marchofdimes.com/youth and enter your  
zip code in the box on the top of the page. 



• Taters for Tots 
Supplies: Potatoes or Tater Tots, Assistance from Campus Dining 

The object of this fundraiser is to work with your school’s campus dining staff to 

organize a fundraiser where every sale of Baked Potatoes and/or Tater Tots for a 

whole day or week. Promote the event as “Taters for Tots sponsored by Circle K” 

and encourage your fellow peers to participate in your fundraiser! 

• Pink and Blue Ribbon Selling 
Supplies: Pink Ribbon, Blue Ribbon, Safety Pins 
Sell pink and blue ribbons in your student union or other high traffic area. Your 

club can host a Premature Baby Awareness day and have everyone on your 

campus show they care by purchasing a ribbon! 

• March of Dimes Bracelets 
Supplies: March of Dimes Bracelets 
Order bracelets from the March of 

Dimes store and sell them for a profit 

on your campus. You can order wrist-

bands, tote bags, pens, travel mugs, 

and other MOD supplies to sell for 

fundraisers at http://www.wristbands4 

awareness.com/mod_product_info.  

• Change for America’s Babies 
Supplies: Free Change for America’s Babies Kit 
Your club can order a free “Change for America’s Babies” kit at 

http://www.marchofdimes.com/change/orderkit.asp. The kit includes posters, 

collection bags, and promotional materials to hold a Change Campaign on 

your campus! 

• Car Seat Safety Rally 
Supplies: Local Police or Fire Department 
You club can get in contact with your local Police or Fire Department to hold a 

Car Seat Safety Rally. Try to have it at a high traffic location such as a retail store 

parking lot. Invite parents to come and get their child car seats  

• Mile of Dimes® 
Supplies: Track or Large Space 

Challenge each class or athletics team to a Mile of Dimes competition and see 

who can collect the most dimes. This is a great idea for the month leading up to 

the homecoming football or soccer game. You can display the collected dimes 

on the field or around the track during or before the game. It is a great way to 

interclub with your local athletics department and to raise some serious cash for 

March of Dimes! 

• Baking 4 Babies 
Supplies: Bake Supplies, Table 

Have a group of your members bake sweet treats and sell your goodies at 

school, athletics match, or late night activity. Do fun things like shape your cook-

ies to look like baby bottles or baby feet. This is a fun activity to fundraise and 

have a great time baking with your club. 

• Baby Steps 
Supplies: Pink and Blue Paper cut into baby feet 
In your student union sell pink and blue baby steps. You can have people write 

their names on these to show their support and tape them to the wall. Your club 

can set a goal similar to “We’ll sit until we step around the whole union.” Be sure 

to get permission from your building director before taping the steps to the wall. 

• March for Babies 
Supplies: Register a Team at www.marchforbabies.org 

March for Babies is the March of Dimes’ largest fundraiser and typically takes 

place in late April. Visit www.marchforbabies.org  to sign up online and find the 

date and location in your area. 


